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ONITED SPATES RICA 
PSPeIcer Of Wiser VIRGLMIA. SS, 
Deposgt7izons of Wrtmesse's,takeen before me,Hanntbaz 


Forbes,a Commtsstoner of the District Court of tne 
We eck states,for the District of West Virginia, at 
Whee2Zing,tin satad Distritct,on the Llotn.aday of Feprw 
rary A~D.T&&9,at my office,itn the U.S.JSudtetary put 
-2ading of the sata City:fo be used by Mr. ALEXANDER 
SQUIRES, im furthering OP RETO SiCCUCCUG RLS CLC a= 
gatnst the Untted States, for about the sum OF 
$2207.00, for 1244s ounces Of Gotad Dust, deposited, 
BY htim,tin tre -UsS«Mtnt, at Phitadetphnia Pa.,on or 
about the Ilth»aday of June I85h. 

. Atexander Squrres,clatmant,of tawfuz age, being s 


De WLI Se Gee yy Sworn, Geposes & 


7 
is (SOS. 







My nane ts Atexander Squtres.I was born 272 
Rtenamonad Virgin nlQa,about the year LOLS, DUG LAG wert : 
know the exact time. In the Year SEOs! Was, y Le 
Yrphrans Court,in Richmond, bounad out to tearn the £74 


Ov 
ade of, cooper;and the Court at that 





time,recoraded my a a 
age as I5;J now have but 2rtt2e Or nO recozziection 


Of my parents or rPetat~tons, and am not aware OF 


Lit 


having any retattons CLOW e Ft Ole Mr.Henry JeWaade,wittn 


whom, I am now Stopping,wnrzie tn Wheetting W.Va. ,was 
a2ptltaymate and SChOoimate Of mtne,wht2Ze we were 
be Thain 


both Very yOUngs ana he wassoy Phe same Cour Ao, Ce the 





Same time,bound out to tne same man,to0 tearn the 


Sama trade; ftntshned our trades at the same ttme,went 


est,from Richmond, together,tn about Tee » ana work 





ed together,boarded together, stent together, ana tn 


ft 


wet 
i 


Ost tinsepurabie, from I&80 to 1839, 











Sact.we were atm 


When he was marrtead,and then our paths read tm Qe fm 


atrect tons; but 





Since his marrzage I nave az» 










a ae y E-1 Box To0 Dec 1000 - Fed 1609 eo Pa 


re made nzs nome my nome,wnren PMO S A C70 Wneetigng W 












.,where ne has 2tved nearty az? the time since nig 
‘marrtages IT woes never marrted,myseltf. WADE and I 
were about the same age and stze. Apter going west 
first worked tn Cinctnnatt Onto,at my trade, for a 


i 
tnhink,by the name of Stansoury. I rematned 






posstbhiy, IE months or two years,and after 


ng at severaz other ptaces, for shore tnt ervaéss 





ro Wheeling W.Va. about the year I&40,and wes 












OF the time,?tt2 T&So0,azthnougn severaZz ttm 


away from Wheeling to work;put atways 







2 to Caztfornta tn I850, started 
ana have been tn that state ever 
exception of two trips I nave made Hast; 






ol OF EWO,and one tn I855,the time I made 
agepostt at the Mint tn Phitadetpnta;both times 


the most of the ttme wtth Mr.Wede and nzs 






@t@y,at Wheettng W.Va.anad I think I rematned here 











T7707 Boo e ChGRLE months each times Ll hawe not Peer 
TA OuL (Ss O g 





e I made the satd Gepostt,tntzi abovt @ 


i enero ine ae a tiliaks ie le ea caeeser RM PERS core Nid Bhi cli Ua 8 ae gp a Sy — 
or so ago,when I agatn vistted CHC MORE 5 Aa = 








Cad: get the MOney, and for that reason I 
as de f { 


aving these adepostttons taken. stnee gotng — 


‘|\2etng tn good heazth,and not having any famtzy to 


SS 

am, 
~ 
Joie 

n, 
~ 
wv 
Cw 
sa) 
= 
= 
> 
4 


se2f in a pliatn, Stmple manneTy, 





expenses have not been heavysnence I have azways 
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had some money anead,and have never meeaed tnzs 
amotnt,@epostted as neretn set forth;anda nnowtng tt 
wos tn the hands of unceze Sam,and tn goza,I atways 
ete perjecrzy secure, and therefore never before 


Mage any ejpore to get the geposztt or @ts vate, 


Gmece thre present time. f am now restating tin Cazave 





Tas Co.,P.0.Mokatumne Hiiz,anéd I nave tztived tn this 
c county for a good many years,but have been over @ 
good deat of the mining, portton of Cattfornta;nave 
mever maae many f[rten@s or acquatntances,betng rath 
er Ter~red th my Tastes and Pub7E 6, 2 tutng neeeey azt 
Che Crime 72 ChE COUntTY,and the popuzattion has been 
of a@ changing or sntfting character;nave never aramk 
Or Gablea or engaged tn any bustness that wouia 
nrow me tn con tact wtth many peopie,so I judge I 
am reatiy not known bY many pBUBORS. in June [858, 
Wtnink about the TIth.of June,I went to Philadelphia 


Zana aeposttead,tn my own name, T24% ounces OF Goce 











“zSt,%n the Untted States Mint,dadtd whatever was re- 
jutred Of me by the offtcers of the Mint,anad recetu= 


@ arecetpt or certificate for the. same,wntcn 


ZACH 
teaz paper J now have tn my possesston,but tn @ 
OTR ana faded conadttzon,wnrich renders tt aimost use 
HWeeSs for the object for whitch tt was tntended. After 
We COcUevO SECA. CCPL, CCCb Cy Gri mf ote sapien ela Meriaiae 


dee 


since,!l have worn tt tn a bett of 2eatner, around my 
OGY,and generally next to my sktnjand working nara, 
ana b 


LUG CUE BOOS CRE Mose of the Crime, and exposed tn 


22 sorts of weatner,the conseguence was tt was oft- 


’ 


mm Wet bOth with perspiration and ratn water, so that 
wow tt tS 80 faded that but ztttze of the writting 


btth whitch the 7 


Canes were frtlzizZed wp can now be seen 
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(4) L 
had parttes attempt to 
bring out the tnk, by means of chemtcaZzs,but no One 
as ever succeeded tn aotng so,but tf posstbie they 
have more compzetezy destroyed the Moen 2 Wen e a Oe 
tth the proper officers of the Mtnt,wnat remains Of 
ata certtfreate,wnenever they may require me to ao 


o. TF have never recetved from any officer of sata 















ftnt,or any other person,the sata gota, or thE vae~ue 
Fhnereof,o0r any portion thereof. I ftze hnerewtth,a 
notograph of mysezf,taken here tin Wreeiting,a few 
eexs ago. A ywoung 2Zady,tn the Mint at PrtZadelpnza, 
Look my photograpn,a month or so ago,wnen I appited 
for uur money,but before I teft Pnhitiada., I changed my 
D2a clothes for new ones,and had a part of my Wat sk= 
ors taken off,so the Preto. ,taken nere,wiiZ mot be 


Pike the one taken there. 
Ana further this aeponent satth nov. 


(Ag. iro) 






Ana at the same time and place,came anotner witness 
po wit: HENRY JACKSON WADE,of tawfu2 age,wno betng oy 
me first autiy sworn,adeposes and Says. 

My name ts Henry J.Wade,and I restde tn Wheet~ 
rag WeVa.,at NO. 62-«Zane St. I was born tin Ricnamonad 
Ge 3 On Che J6th. of February L&!l6- L am we22 acquatne- 


fread with Mr.AZexander Sgutires,wno ts now here before 


1@,and I rave wrttten my name across the back Of AzS 






rFrROotographn,wntcn I am told wti2 be attacned to tnzs 
| dare 


PepOstt 7on- I have known A2exander Squires ever 
A 








6@ RG1U04 E-1 BOX To0 Dec 1000 - Feb “oe 
Xx 


| 
(5) . 


stnee I can remember anythinge We were cnitiaren toe 


YSe 


gether, ana scnoozmates,and eer we were about Le 
of age,or tn I8&30,we were both pound out,on the same 
aday,to the same man,to zearn the coopers trade,and & 
from that on untztz2 IE89,when I was married,we worked 
together,2tved together, siept together, and tn [aec 5 
were never parted for any great tength oj time. 

Ana from 1889,the ttme of my marrtage,untti LI&so, 
when he started for Cattfornia,ne made my nouse nzs 
hnome,ana as Wheeling was more nis home than any oth- 
er pilace,as he worked here Wore than any other peace 
ana as we both workeé at the same trade,anad tn tne. 
Same shop, ! mtignk say that the first 85 years of 
|Our t@tves were spent together. He went to Caztforn 
nta tn I850,o0ut we have kept up our acquaintance 
ever stnce,by means of corresponadence,anad he has vis 
ined ws three €imes Sinee fics ageparivure,onee tn 
Earl or 2,0nce tn T8S5,and now at the present time. 
He atways comes by vessez to N.¥.,and then by rati 
to Wneeting,ond returns the same way, upon each utse 
to. fe was remarned from stx to etgnt montns. Upon 
vistting us tn I855,nhe toza me of the aeposzt ne 
nad made tn Pht2adetpnta,ana snowed me the certifgi- 
Gace fie had reeezved for the same. Jt was then fresn 


ana new,anad h 


D 


MGS GQZSO shown me what I suppose 7s 
BROW ECHALES Of Che Same Cereificdieé,but ¢f ts aout 
aestroyead;ana knowing Squires’s pecuttarities, I 

have no doubt tt was destroyed just as ne describes, 
in nis aesertption which I have read I now nave a 
letter in my possesston,written to me by Squires, 


from Cattfornta,tn I858,tn wntch ne speoks of this 


Zena s7tt ey HES daa - 5 “ ; Roa ‘ 5 : 
EDO SL 2 ‘ Upon that visrtt im Te855,he atso make ag @e= 
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postt in @ Bank at Cinctnnar? OnZ0,ana some time af~« 
terwaras he sent me the certificate for coztzection, 
and as tt nad been carried just as he says tre otner 
7. was,I had con~staeravie troubie tn cotiecting tts 
Sata Squires ts now here present,tis tin good neaitn 
ana conadttion for an 02a man,anad 2ooks just as natu- 
Ta? as ne ata 80 or 40 years ago. IL nave restéed 
|a@@most conttinuouszty tn Wheetting WVa.for the Zast 80 
Years,and have been engayed tn the coopering business 


the most of thattime,and am tn good hneaztn. 


Mr. Sgutres has atways been aman of stmpie habits, 





TECETring tz RES A2tsposttzon, and therefore never made 
many frtienads or acguatntances,and atways betng fuzz 
hanadead,as we say,never fezt the need of money,and I 
Cam very wett wnaderstand now he wouza atzZow this mo- 
gpey £0 rematn so tong ~ the Mint, without enguirting 
about tt%. My wife and severaz of my chizaren know 
Etim Welt, Gnd COULE tdentet fy him just as we2z as Tf 
Can,tf tt wouzd be required. Il am not rezated to tnrr 
Sata Squires in any way,an@ have no tnterest tn nrzs 


SQ2a Clacm fi. Any way. 


Ana further this aeponent satth not. 
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An@d at the same time ana ptace came another wzt* 


mess,to wit: Henry A.Uthman,of 2awful age,wno being 
by me first duty sworn,adeposes and says: 
My name ts Henry A.Uthnman, Ivas 65 years O7a Zast 


December,was born tn the ectty of Batttmore Ma. and 
came to the erty of Wheeting W.Va.on the 8rd.of Jan- 
wary I84S I ama cooper by trade,ana@ nave fottiowed 


EMOE DEStHeRS 7ECUT CY alt Ty @z7fe. iL am acgquatnt ed 







with Mr.Atexander Sgquires,ne ts now present here, and 
I nave Stoned my name on the back Of nis pnotograpn, 
which I understand wti2z be attacned to this deposits 
ET Ons I ftrst met Mr.Squires nere tn Wnheeting tn ¥& 
the spring of I848,I think, He wast hen working at & 
| wir Richard ) Wor 

the coopering PUCEMES Sy tn the same snop wtth Mr. HJ. 
Wade,witth whom I am a2so we22 acguatnted. i was then 
working at the same business here tn Wnreelting. He 
Went away some time after that,and I understooa that 
he nad gone to Caz zfornz ae i saw him again hnere tn 
I855.He was nere at the time Stopping with Mr. Wade 
ana hts famtzy. I now have no troublZe rn recognizing 
htm as the same Atexander Squtres I xnew tn 1848 
and [&55,aithougn I nave not seen ntm stncee 8885. 

He was atways wet? behaved ané bore a Good Character 
DMC WAS What you wouzad cazz a backward kind of aman 


in [848 I was a@ man grown,anad ne was otaer tnan I 


a 


WAS. - Ana further thts a@eponent sattn not. 


Gl, A Whey 
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Ana at the same time ana piace came another wtt- 
MESS,bO0 wit: Jonn Futton,of tZawfut age,wno being 
by me first auly sworn, Zeposes ana SAYS- 

I was 68 years o2a the LISth.-of zast May;am a wagon 
maker by trade;I was born over tn Onto, Oppostze here; 
was brougnt nere when I was 4 years of age and have 
Z2fvecd here ever since. I am acguatnted wttnr Mr. 
Atexander Sgzutres,wno ts now present, and upon whose 
photograph I nave stgned my name,anad wunaerstand zz 
wt22 be attached to this aeposttion. I first met hin 
tn I8SI or I8b2;tt was on one of his uistts here 
from Cattfornta;I ttived ctose netghbors to Mr. He Js 
|Wade,ana Mr.Squires was visiting him at the time, and 
I naa freguent opportuntttes of seetny him and get- 
Zing wet? acgiztatnt ea. I nave not seen nim from that 
fime wnit2 nis present vistt here;and aithough he nag 
Changed somewhat, and ts much OUGeT) Lf Rave Moc ROUr ue 
7m recognizing himjand I have no dount tn the worza 
but he ts the same Azexander Squires I met ana knew 
wee? tm TG5I or 1852. He was a gutet weii behaved 
man,Of good cnaracter,but a@ta not seem t0 make many 
acguatntancess;ne atways seemed to make Mr. Wade's 
house nis home,wntie he was neree I am not retiated 


Z2Q Mr.Sq#ires tn any way,nor nave I any tnterest 


whatever tin A@tS Cctiatm against the Government. 


Ana further thts @eponent sazttn not. 


Sehr full 





azi 
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At the same time ang pzace came another wttness t0- 


Y Pa 
Miss Ertzabeth Wade, of Zawfur age,wno being oY 


wie: 
me firet auty sworn, deposes ana says: My name ts 
Fitzabeth Wade; I am the daughter of Mr. Henry oe 
wno nas atready been examined tn this matter; if ti oa 
age; I was born nere tn Wheezing i POLS one nave zivea 
nere avout azz my 2tfeel am wet? acguatnted with Mr 
Azexanaer Sgutres,wno ts now here oresent, and I nave 
wrttten my name upon the back of nis Photograph wnt cn 
I wnaerstana wtt2 be attached to this aeposttzone 

I can remember him wetz since 1866, at waten time he 
came on from Cattfornia ana visttea ny fatners famt- 
Z2y:I shouzad judge that ne was, at that time,avout ¢0 
years of age:He was an o2a friend of my fathers, and 
ous made our nomee nts nome,wntie tn thts part os 
ahe country. J ean aiso remember a uitszt ae Maae Us 
te LES] Of 2,but my recottectton of him,at that time 
AS ALOL.) SO atstinct, ast 7S Of Ghee W2See To L8soa. 

My una@erstanding atways was that ne itved tn Catzztfor 
nta:!l often saw zetters that came from him to my fae 
ther,and he azso wrote to me severai times, and I az- 
so wrote severaz times to ntm,watie ne was tm Catz 
fornia I nave no troubie now tn recognizing NEM, OT 
Zaentifying nim In I1855,fIf neara nim speak about ma~ 
king thts a@epostt of gota in the Mint at PntzaadeipnrZze 
Pa. He ts somewhat rettring tn hts habtts,and does 
not make many frtends or acguatntances, but me ts @ai= 
ways we22 behaved,and a man of good Character Gra 


iH 
| 


RaDtE Se Ana further adeponent satth not. 


ty bg ah eM 3 Z14¢ TV Get 
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‘And at the same time and piace came another withess, 


to wit: Mr.Robert LUKE,of tawful age,wno being oy me 
first auiy sworn, @eposes and SaySs 
zing W.Va.,tn the year I88l,ana have iztved hnere neaFr~ 
2y azz the time: When a@ young man I 2earnead the Carp 
enter business with my father;but have been engaged 
tin the 2tvery business for a@ good many years. 

I am acguainted wtth Atexander Squtres,wno ts now 
here vresent,and upon the back of whnose Pnrotograpn, £ 
have stgnea my name,and I understand the same witiZé 

be attacned to thts deposttton. Wren I first remem= 
ber Mr.Sgqwuires, I was working at some z@ignt work or 
playing around my fathers carpenter snop,and Mr.Hen~ 
ry J. Wade,who ts azso now present3ywith nts famtZzy, 
was ttving tn a house wratch was up-0n the same 20%; 
ana this man Squires was working with Mr. Wade, at the 
Coopering business,an@ boarding or ttving with Mr. 
Wade,at the same ttme:They were then both working 

for aman by the nane of Bennett;tnts I think was a- 
Zong about I846:Afterwards,I remember of nim being 
about here for two ore three years,working an@ ttuving 


at or near the same ptace.e. When ne z2eft,my underst an~ 


Ging was,that he had gone to Caztfornia:l understood 
that ne was back here again tn about the year L8sa, 


ut I have no @tstinet recotzecttion of seeing nti 


2S st¢2z young tooking, for aman of nis age: Wren I 
trst knew nhim,f woutad judge that ne was aman avout 
30 years of age«e I have no troubze in taentifying or 
ecOgnizZing him,anad have no doubt tn the worza put 

e@ ts the same tadenttca2 Atexander Squires whitcna I 
new SO many wears ago. He was,as far as I knew,a 


an Of gooa character,and we22 be@haved,but a ~22e6e€7te 


Iwas porn tin Whee | 





He nas changed constderabie, since I 2ast saw 22 ithe BLE aie 
on 








T 2 te Oo 
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backwara,or rettiring,tn his At™sSpostt Zone Lo am foe | 


rezatea to nim In any way,nor have i” Guy. Ae OFese “ex: 
his clatm against the Government,menttionead in these 


aeposzttons. Ana further thts adeponent satth not. 


Ana at the same time and place come another witness 
to wtt:; Mr. James W.McConnez2,o0f 2@awfu2? age,wno being 


by me first duty sworn, deposes and says. 





My name ts James W.McConne22,anad I was born nere tn 
Wheezing W.Va.,0n the 8rd.aday of September I8&36, ana 
i have itved here neariy azz my 2Zife;sthis has atways 


been my home;il am a cooper by trade. IL am acguatnt « 


@@ with Mr. Atexander Sgutres,who ts nere present, ane 


pe wrttten my name upon the back of hzs Photograpn, 


whten I understand wt2? be attached to tars Aepostie 
TOR When I first knew Mr.Squtres,he was WOrktng 
for my father,wno was a COOCDieT AHSO, Ana Ql thal ob tme 
had a@ shop up on Market street,in this Ctty. I think 
this wes tn 1847,1848 or L849,az0ng there.I think 
that ne worked here at the coopering business for 
Severaz yeors,anad,I think,he was 2@iving wtth Mr. Hen= 
ry J.Wade,at that time;and Mr. Wade ts now nere press 
ente Mr.Squtres was then aman grown,pernaps, 80 YS- 
Of age,ané I was a pretty btg boy.~I have no recoz+ 
ection of seeing Mr.Sgutres from that ttme on >tt2 
about 3 or 4 weeks ago,but I atways understood that 


he had gone to Cattfornta,and was ttving there. 


ween I first met him here Zzatezy,I atan’t know hin, 











i _— E-1 Box 190 Dec 1000 - Fed 1009 s 


" 


put after talking to htm: auntie, hnaa@ no troubie tn 


remembering himphe has changed somewhat, but i pad “we 
troubze tn recognizing nim,anad am perfectiy Sattisf 2 = 
ea that ne ts the same man I knew in I847 or 8, as 
Atexanaer Squires. So far as I know he was a man os 
gooa character. I am not reiatea to Atm tr any way, 
nor nave I wee Interest tin nts etatm against the Gou 
ernment, about watcn these aeposttions are taken,as f 


nave been tnformed. 


Ana further adeponent satth not. 


gem UM bar ih 


And at the same time and ptace came another witness 
i WO Csr W2 2 oe Ai Gray Sie Ol ie Qin OGierwonLo (Dieta g 
by me first auly sworn, @eposes and says. My mame ts 
Wiveitam Gray sT.and I was born here tin Ohnzo County 
W.Va@.,0n the S8thaday of Nove JI&826,and I nave t@ived tn 
Wheezing W.Va. about a2z2 my 2@tfeslam a ctgar maker 
by trade:Tnis nas aiways been my nome. I know Mr. Azex~ 
Mou; , 
ander squtres,wno ts nere present,and I nave stgned 
my name upon the back of nts Photograph, taxen nere 
Zatety,anad I understand, tt wtiz be attached to Leas 
Geposttion. I first met him I think tn £855,at the 


cooper shop of Mr.Henry J.Wade,nere tn this city;sne 


to Caztfornta,as I understood, and was back on a@ vzs~ 
tt:He was then a man,tn the netgnbornooa of 40 or 20 
wears of age. Idtdn't see him again 'tt2 nere zarely, 


When ne ts here agatn on a utstt to Mr. Wade's, from 


came nere and made nis home wttn Mr. Wade:He nad been 
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Cartfornta, as I an informea-I naa no troubze in reee= 


ntm,anad I am per~ 


“ih 


OgGntZ tng Atiny JUST as soon cas I saw 
fect7zy sat¢@~sftead that ne zs the same man I met nere, 
tn [855,and wno was awnown then and ts now, as Azexan* 
aer Squires. When I knew nim re was &@ man of good 
nabtts and enaracter, out packwarag ane retiring tn 
his nabtis and azsposttton, ana ata not nave a great 
many Ffrtenads or acguatnt ances,outstae of the famizzy 
of Mr.Waae. I am not retated to nim tn any way,nor 
nave I any tnterest tn nts clatm agatnst tie Govern-~ 


ment « And further this aeponent satth not. 


i a Min Geay A 


UNITED STATES of AMERICA 
DISTRICT of WEST VIRGINIA:SS: 

T,Hanntbat Forbes,a Commtsszoner os 
the Drstrtct Court of the Unttead States for the Dts 
triet of West Virginta,do nereby certify that the 
foregoing @epostttons were aQuzy taken, subscribed ana 
sworn to,before me,at the time and piace and as nere 
tinbefore set fortn, ana for the purpose as theretn 
set forth. And I furtner certify,tnat I am wett acer 
guatnted with the witnesses Henry Je Waae,Henry Utne 
man,Robert Luke and W7r22tam Gray Sr.,and have made 
spectat enquiry as to the other wttnesses theretn 
mamed, ana betteve them ati to oe good and retztabde 
wttnesses,anad as such, ,wortny Of Ffxuez eredtt.f fur= 
ther certify that I am not reiated to the sata Azlex- 
ander Squtres,nhhne Btatmant,nor to any of the sata 


witnesses,nor have I any interest of any kind tn tne 





7 


| 
| 











it 
' sata clazm- 


Ce ENV 
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set mu hand and affixed my of ftctaé 
seaz as Commtsstoner aforesaza,this 
IGtn. day of February Iéées9. 
} ala 
onntbak « 


Compre Da Co Ue SaDs, We. Vide 
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New York, February 9,1889 
To 


THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MINT, Philadelphia, 


Dear Sir? 

My attention has just been called to a special d&spateh 
to the New York World fror Philadelphia under date of the 15th of 
January and published in that paper on the 16th of January last, 
to the effeet that a person claiming to be AeSquiers had applied 
to the Mint for payment to him for 124 and 9/10 ounces golde 

I have reason to believe that the person who made that deposit 
was wry unele Anderson Squier, who went to California about 1849 
and eame back about 1855 with a eonsiderable amount ef gold-dust, 
no trace of which has been found by his family until the publishing 
ef this dispatch, 

Anderson Squier died shortly after the date 1855 or thereabouts, © 
having returned to California, and friends who went to his resi-~ 
dence there at that time, reported that his papers and valuables 
had been carried away by some person or persons unknown, His wateh 
however was returned to his mother who was then living at that 
time at Squiertown, now Livingston, New Jersey, where his family 


and relatives have resided for many years, After his death, sore 


real estate which he left in the State of New York was sold by his 
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brothers and sisters, who were his ently heirs at law, and the pro- 
ceeds divided among them. | | 

Before any payment shal 1 be made to the claimant who presented 
himself as above, notice show a be Biven to th undersi gn dle Ir 
will cause other ingtitirieis to be made with a view of identifying 
the depositor with my unele ‘Anderson Squier and will under take 
to present to the freasurer through your department proof as to 
who are the legal representatives of the deceased Anderson Squier. 


Yours truly, 
a 2 
x lg CG bet 


Mew Goer oe 
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[Please note: This bound booklet contains photographs, wax seals, and other visual ephemera. 
The location of these images will be noted throughout this transcription.] 


[Cover:] 


Philadelphia Mint 
Exhibit A 


Originals. 


Testimony from Wheeling, W.V., as to the identity of A. Squires of California. 


[Page One — The back of the photograph: ] 


A. Squires 
H.J. Wade 
H.A. Uthman 
John Fulton 
Elizabeth Ann Wade 
Robert Luke 
James W.M. Connell 
William Grays 
Hannibal Johns 

U.S. Coin 


[Page Two: A Photograph with the studio stamp of “Plummer’s — Wheeling, W. Va.] 


[Page Three:] 


United States of America 
District of West Virginia. SS, 


Depositions of Witnesses, taken before me, Hannibal Forbes, a Commissioner of the 
District Court of the United States, for the District of West Virginia, at Wheeling, in said 
District, on the 10th day of February A.D. 1889, at my office, in the U.S. Judiciary building of 
the said City: To be used by Mr. Alexander Squires, in furthering or prosecuting his claim 
against the United States, for about the sum of $2201.00. for 124 90/100 ounces of Gold Dust, 
deposited, by him, in the U.S. Mint, at Philadelphia Pa., on or about the 11th day of June 1855. 
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Alexander Squires, claimant, of lawful age, being by me first duly sworn, deposes and 
says: 


My name is Alexander Squires. I was born in Richmond Virginia, about the year 1815, 
but I do not know the exact time. In the year 1830, I was, by the Orphans Court, in Richmond, 
bound out to learn the trade of a cooper; and the Court at that time, recorded my age as 15: I now 
have but little or no recollection of my parents or relations, and am not aware of having any 
relations living. Mr. Henry J. Wade, with whom, I am now stopping, while in Wheeling W. Va., 
was a playmate and schoolmate of mine, while we were both very young; and he was, by the 
same Court, at the same time, bound out to the same man, to learn the same trade; finished our 
trades at the same time, went west, from Richmond, together, in about 1837, and worked 
together, boarded together, slept together, and in fact we were almost inseparable, from 1830 to 
1839, when he was married, and then our paths lead in different directions; but since his 
marriage I have always made his home my home, when I was in Wheeling W. Va., where he has 
lived nearly all the time since his marriage. I was never married, myself. WADE and I were 
about the same age and size. After going west I first worked in Cincinnati Ohio, at my trade, for 
a man, I think, by the name of Stansbury. I remained there, possibly, 18 months or two years, and 
after working at several other places, for short intervals I went to Wheeling W.Va. about the year 
1840, and was at Wheeling W.Va., working at my trade as a cooper; the most of the time, ‘til 
1850, although several times I went away from Wheeling to work; but always looked upon 
Wheeling as my home, or headquarters; I suppose, because Mr. Wade and his family were there, 
‘til I went to California in 1850, as hereinafter narrated. I went to California in 1850, started in 
January, I think, and have been in that state ever since with the exception of two trips I have 
made East; one in 1851 or two, and one in 1855, the time I made the deposit at the Mint in 
Philadelphia; both times I spent the most of the time with Mr. Wade and his family, at Wheeling 
W.Va. and I think I remained here from six to eight months each time. I have not been East since 
I made the said deposit, until about a month or so ago, when I again visited the Mint, and I was 
unable to get the money, and for that reason I am now having these depositions taken. Since 
going to California I have spent the most of the time working the mines; and for the most of the 
time, being in good health, and not having an family to support, and living myself in a plain, 
simple manner, my expenses have not been heavy; hence I have always felt perfectly secure, and 
therefore never before mad any effort to get the deposit or tis value, until the present time. I am 
now residing in Calaveras Co., P.O. Mokalumne Hill, and I have lived in this county for a good 
many years, but have been over a good deal of the mining portion of California; have never made 
many friend or acquaintances, being rather retired in my tastes and habits, living nearly all the 
time in the country, and the population has been of changing or shifting character; have never 
drank or gambled or engaged in any business that would throw me in contact with many people, 
so I judge I am really not know by many persons. In June 1855, I think about the 11th of June, I 
went to Philadelphia Pa. and deposited, in my own name, 124 90/100 ounces of gold dust, in the 
United States Mint, did whatever was required of me by the officers of the Mint, and received a 
receipt or certificate for the same, which identical paper I now have in my possession, but in a 
torn and faded condition, which renders it almost useless for the object for which it was intended. 
After receiving said certificate, and in fact almost ever since, I have worn it in a belt of leather, 
around my body, generally next to my skin; and working hard, and being out door the most of 
the time, and exposed in all sorts of weather, the consequence was it was often wet both with 
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perspiration and rain water, so that now it is so faded that but little of the writing with which the 
blanks were filled up can now be seen. 


And several times I have had parties attempt to bring out the ink, by means of chemicals, 
but no one has ever succeeded in doing so, but if possible they have more completely destroyed 
the ink. I will file with the proper officers of the Mint, what remains of said certificate, whenever 
they may require me to do so. I have never received from any officer of said Mint, or any other 
person, the said gold, or the value thereof, or any portion thereof. I file herewith, a photograph of 
myself, taken here in Wheeling, a few weeks ago. A young lady, in the Mint at Philadelphia, 
took my photograph, a month or so ago, when I applied for my money, but before I left Philada., 
I changed my old clothes for new ones, and had a part of my whiskers taken off, so the Photo., 
taken here, with not be like the one taken there. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
A. Squires 
[Page Seven: ] 


And at the same time and place, came another witness 00 wit: HENRY JACKSON 
WADE, of lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says. 


My name is Henry J. Wade, and I reside in Wheeling W. Va., at No. 62. Zane St. I was 
born in Richmond Va., on the 16th of February 1816. I am well acquainted with Mr. Alexander 
Squires, who is now here before me, and I have written my name across the back of his 
Photograph, which I am told will be attached to this deposition. I have known said Alexander 
Squires ever since I can remember anything. We were children together, and schoolmates, and 
when we were about 15 yrs. of age, or in 1830, we were both bound out, on the same day, to the 
same man, to learn the coopers trade, and from that on until 1839, when I was married, we 
worked together, lived together, slept together, and in fact, were never parted for any great length 
of time. 


And from 1839, the time of my marriage, until 1850, when he started for California, he 
made my house his home, and as Wheeling was more his home than any other place, as he 
worked here more than any other place and as we both worked at the same trade, and in the same 
shop, I might say that the first 35 years of our lives were spent together. He went to California in 
1850, but we have kept up our acquaintance ever since, by means of correspondence, and he has 
visited us three times since his departure, once in 1851 or 2, once in 1855, and now at the present 
time: He always comes by vessel to N.Y., and then by rail to Wheeling, and returns the same 
way; upon each visit he has remained from six to eight months. Upon visiting us in 1855, he told 
me of the deposit he had made in Philadelphia, and showed me the certificate he had received for 
the same. It was then fresh and new, and he has also shown me what I suppose is the remains of 
the same certificate, but it is about destroyed; and knowing Squire’s peculiarities, I have no 
doubt it was destroyed just as he describes, in his description which I have read. I now have a 
letter in my possession, written to me by Squires, from California, in 1858, in which he speaks of 
this deposit. Upon that visit in 1855, he also made a deposit in a Bank at Cincinnati Ohio, and 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


some time afterwards he sent me the certificate for collection, and as it had been carried just as 
he ways the other one was, I had considerable trouble in collecting it. 


Said Squires is now here present, is in good health and condition for an old man, and 
looks just as natural as he did 30 or 40 years ago. I have resided almost continuously in 
Wheeling W. Va. For the last 50 years, and have been engaged in the coopering business the 
most of that time, and am in good health. 


Mr. Squires has always been a man of simple habits, retiring in his disposition, and 
therefore never made many friends or acquaintances, and always being full handed, as we say, 
never felt the need of money, and I can very well understand how he would allow this money to 
remain so long in the Mint, without enquiring about it. My wife and several of my children know 
him well, and could identify him just as well as I can, if it would be required. I am not related to 
the said Squires in any way, and have no interest in his said claim in any way. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
HJ. Wade 
[Page Ten:] 


And at the same time and place came another witness, to wit: Henry A. Uthman, of 
lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says: 


My name is Henry A. Uthman, I was 85 years old last December, was born in the city of 
Baltimore Md. And came to the city of Wheeling W. Va. On the 3rd of January 1848.1 ama 
cooper by trade, and have followed that business nearly all my life. 1am acquainted with Mr. 
Alexander Squires, he is now present here, and I have signed my name on the back of his 
photograph, which I understand will be attached to this deposition. I first met Mr. Squires here in 
Wheeling in the spring of 1848, I think, He was then working at the coopering business with 
Richard McConnell, not in the same shop with Mr. H.J. Wade, with whom I am also well 
acquainted. I was then working at the same business here in Wheeling. He went away some time 
after that, and I understand that he had gone to California. I saw him again here in 1855. He was 
here at the time stopping with Mr. Wade and his family. I now have no trouble in recognizing 
him as the same Alexander Squires I knew in 1848 and 1855, although I have not seen him since 
1855. He was always well behaved and bore a good character but was what you would call a 
backward kind of a man. 


In 1848 I was a man grown, and he was older than I was. 
And further this deponent saith not. 


H.A. Uthman 
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[Page Eleven:] 


And at the same time and place came another witness, to wit: John Fulton, of lawful age, 
who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says. 


I was 63 years old the 15th of last May; am a wagon maker by trade; I was born over in 
Ohio, opposite here; was brought here when I was 4 years of age and have lived here ever since. 
I am acquainted with Mr. Alexander Squires, who is now present, and upon whose photograph I 
have signed my name, and understand it will be attached to this deposition. I first met him in 
1851 or 1852; it was on one of his visits here from California; I lived close neighbors to Mr. HJ. 
Wade, and Mr. Squires was visiting him at the time, and I had frequent opportunities of seeing 
him and getting well acquainted. I have not seen him from that time until his present visit here; 
and although he has changed somewhat, and is much older, I have no trouble in recognizing him; 
and I have no doubt in the world but he is the same Alexander Squires I met and knew well in 
1851 or 1852. He was a quiet well behaved man, of good character, but did not seem to make 
many acquaintances; he always seemed to make Mr. Wade’s house his home, while he was here. 
I am not related to Mr. Quires in any way, nor have I any interest whatever in his claim against 
the Government. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


John Fulton 


[Page Twelve:] 


At the same time and place came another witness to-wit: Miss Elizabeth Ann Wade, of 
lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says: My name is Elizabeth Wade; I 
am the daughter of Mr. Henry J. Wade; who has already been examined in this matter; I am 49 
years of age; I was born here in Wheeling W. Va., and have lived here about all my life. I am 
well acquainted with Mr. Alexander Squires, who is now here present, and I have written my 
name upon the back of his Photograph, which I understand will be attached to this deposition. I 
can remember him well since 1855, at which time he came on from California and visited my 
father’s family: I should judge that he was, at that time, about 40 years of age: He was an old 
friend of my fathers, and always made our house his home, while in this part of the country. I can 
also remember a visit he made us in 1851 or 2, but my recollection of him, at that time is not so 
distinct, as it is of the visit in 1855. My understanding always was that he lived in California: I 
often saw letters that came from him to my father, and he also wrote to me several times, and I 
also wrote several times to him, while he was in California. I have no trouble now in recognizing 
him, or identifying him. In 1855, I heard him speak about making this deposit of gold in the Mint 
at Philadelphia Pa. He is somewhat retiring in his habits, and does not make many friends or 
acquaintances, but he is always well behaved, and a man of good character and habits. 


And further deponent saith not. 


Elizabeth Ann Wade 
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[Page Thirteen:] 


And at the same time and place came another witness, to wit: Mr. Robert LUKE, of 
lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born in Wheeling W. Va., 
in the year 1831, and have lived here nearly all the time: When a young man I learned the 
Carpenter business with my father; but have been engaged in the livery business for a good many 
years. 


I am acquainted with Alexander Squires, who is now here present, and upon the back of 
whose Photograph, I have signed my name, and I understand the same will be attached to this 
deposition. When I first remember Mr. Squires, I was working at some light work or playing 
around my fathers carpenter shop, and Mr. Henry J. Wade, who is also now present; with his 
family, was living in a house which was up-on the same lot; and this man Squires was working 
with Mr. Wade, at the Coopering business, and boarding or living with Mr. Wade, at the same 
time: they were then both working for a man by the name of Bennett; this I think was a long 
about 1846: Afterwards, I remember of him being about here for two or three years, working and 
living at or near the same place. When he left, my understanding was, that he had gone to 
California. I understood that he was back here again in about the year 1855, but I have no distinct 
recollection of seeing him. He has changed considerable, since I last saw him, but is still young 
looking, for a man of his age: When I first knew him, I would judge that he was a man about so 
years of age. I have no trouble in identifying or recognizing him, and have no doubt in the world 
but he is the same identical Alexander Squires which I knew so many years ago. He was, as far 
as I knew, a man of good character, and well behaved, but a little backward, or retiring, in his 
disposition. I am not related to him in any way, nor have I any interest in his claim against the 
Government, mentioned in these depositions. And further this deponent saith not. 


Robert Luke 


[Page Fourteen: ] 


And at the same time and place came another witness to wit: Mr. James W. McConnell, 
of lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says. 


My name is James W. McConnell, and I was born here in Wheeling W. Va., on the 3rd 
day of September 1836, and I have lived here nearly all my life; this has always been my home; I 
am a cooper by trade. I am acquainted with Mr. Alexander Squires, who is here present, and I 
have written my name upon the back of his Photograph, which I understand will be attached to 
this deposition. When I first knew Mr. Squires, he was working for my father, who was a cooper 
also, and at that time had a shop up on Market Street, in this City. I think this was in 1847, 1848 
or 1849, along there. I think that he worked here at the coopering business for several years, and, 
I think, he was living with Mr. Henry J. Wade, at that time; and Mr. Wade is now here present. 
Mr. Squires was then a man grown, perhaps, 30 yrs. of age, and I was a pretty big boy. I have no 
recollection of seeing Mr. Squires from that time on ‘til about 3 or 4 weeks ago, but I always 
understood that he had gone to California, and was living there. When I first met him here lately, 
I didn’t know him, but after talking to him awhile, I had no trouble in remembering him; he has 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


changed somewhat, but I had no trouble in recognizing him, and am perfectly satisfied that he is 
the same man I knew in 1847 or 8, as Alexander Squires. So far as I know he was a man of good 
character. I am not related to him in any way, nor have I any interest in his claim against the 
Government, about which these depositions are taken, as I have been informed. 


And further deponent saith not. 


James W. McConnell 


And at the same time and place came another witness to wit: Mr. William Gray Sr., of 
lawful age, who being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says. My name is William Gray St. 
and I was born here in Ohio County W. Va., on the 8th day of Nov. 1826, and I have lived in 
Wheeling W. Va. about all my life: I am a cigar maker by trade. This has always been my home. 
I know Mr. Alexander Squires, who is now here present, and I have signed my name upon the 
back of his Photograph, taken here lately, and I understand, it will be attached to this deposition. 
I first met him I think in 1855, at the cooper shop of Mr. Henry J. Wade, here in this city; he 
came here and made his home with Mr. Wade. He had been to California, as I understood, and 
was back on a visit. He was then a man, in the neighborhood of 40 or 50 years of age. I didn’t 
see him again, ‘til here lately, when he is here again on a visit to Mr. Wade’s, from California, as 
I am informed. I had no trouble in recognizing him, just as soon as I saw him, and I am perfectly 
satisfied that he is the same man I met here, in 1855, and who was known then and is now, as 
Alexander Squires. When I knew him he was a man of good habits and character, but backward 
and retiring in his habits and disposition, and did not have a great many friends or acquaintances, 
outside of the family of Mr. Wade. I am not related to him in any way, nor have I any interest in 
his claim against the Government. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


William Gray St. 


UNITED STATES of AMERICA 
DISTRICT of WEST VIRGINIA: SS: 


I, Hannibal Forbes, a Commissioner of the District Court of the United States for the 
District of West Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions were duly taken, 
subscribed and sworn to, before me, at the time and place and as herein before set forth, and for 
the purpose as therein set forth. And I further certify, that I am well acquainted with the witness 
Henry J. Wade, Henry Uthman, Robert Luke and William Gray Sr., and have made special 
enquiry as to the other witnesses therein names, and believe them all to be good and reliable 
witnesses, and as such, worthy of full credit. I further certify that I am not related to the said 
Alexander Squires, the statement, nor to any of the said witnesses, nor have I any interest of any 
kind in the said claim. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal as 
Commissioner aforesaid, this 16" day of February 1889. 


Hannibal Forbes 
Comr. D.C.U.S.D.W.Va. 


[See original images, page 17, for embossed seal.] 


[Page Eighteen: ] 


North Branch 
February 10, 1889 


DS. Hirshberg Esq. 
US. Mint S.F. Cals. 


Dear Sir: - 


Yours of 7th to hand: Will state that Iam 31 yrs. of age and have known Mr. Alexander 
Squires ever since I can remember anything. I know him to be an honest man: and have never 
heard him spoken of other than an honorable man. I have been acquainted with him a great many 
years; and know that he has mined within a mile and a half of my place the quarter portion of 
that time. 


His reputation in the community is good. 


Very Truly Yours, 
Frederick N. Beal 


[Page Twenty: ] 


Beal’s Ranch 
February 10, 1889 


DS. Hirshberg Esq. 
US. Mint S.F. Cal. 


Dear Sir: 


Yours of 7th to hand. I reply I will state that I have known Alexander Squires for 30 
years or more. He has been mining within two miles of my farm all, or the greater portion of that 
time. Sometimes in Co. with others. For the past 12 or 15 yrs. he has worked and lived alone, a 
steady industrious miner. I have always heard him spoken of as an honest upright man. Never 
heard his honesty questions by any one that worked with him or had any dealings with him. 
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Respectfully Yours, 
Nathanial Beal 


[Page Twenty-Two:] 
[Abstract:] Relative to “one Alexander Squires”. 


Mint of the United States at San Francisco, Cal., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
February 18, 1889 


Hon. Dan. M. Fox 
Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


My dear Sir: 


I duly received your letters of the 28th and 31st ultimo, relative to one Alexander Squires, 
and immediately took steps to obtain the information necessary to assist in his identification. 


The results I forward herewith, being sworn statements of Frank W. Peek, Post Master 
Mokelumne Hills, Thos. Peters, Agent Wells Fargo & Co., Express at Mokelumne Hill, and J.B. 
Reddick, of the law firm of Reddick & Solinski at San Andreas, Calaveras Co., Cal. Also sworn 
statement of W.A. Herrick, Deposit Receiving Teller, San Francisco Savings Union, and 
Statement of R.J. Tobin, Secretary Hibernia Savings and Loan Society. I also obtained and 
forward herewith statements from the following names persons referred to in your letter of the 
31st ultimo, viz: 


Nathanial Beal, Mokelumne Hill 
Frederick Beal, - = 

Charles Jacob, - im 
Reddick & Solinsk1, San Andreas, 
Judge C.N. Gottschalk, Sonora, 

A.F. Gourley, of North Branch. 


I also return you herewith the photograph of Alexander Squires, marked “A”. Your 
attention is respectfully invited to the letter and bill of P-H. Kean, attached to the affidavit of J.B. 
Reddick, and I considered his charge of $25.00 quite reasonable on account of the amount of 
traveling done, and the rough country thereabouts. Please remit to Mr. Kean through me. 


In conclusion I beg to state that I can personally voucher for the good moral character, 
standing and worthiness of Judge C.N. Gottschalk, J.B. Reddick and Lovell White, Sec’y of the 
S.F. Savings Union, and I have no reason to doubt the respectability of any of the other 
witnesses, who are not personally known to me. 
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Very truly yours, 
Israel Lawton 


[Page Twenty-Seven:] 


Interrogatories to be answered concerning A. Squires: Ans. 


E, 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


Do you know whose picture this is marked A? 
Ans. I do. 


Are you acquainted with him? Yes. 
Ho long? Ans. 10 or 12 years. 


What pursuit or calling has he had for the length of time you knew him? 
Ans. Mining. 


Is he a married man? Ans. No. 


Has he any relatives as far as you know? 
Ans. No. 


Do you know the signature on the back of the picture referred to? Ans. Yes. 


Have you seen him write his name, or do any other kind of writing that would identify his 
handwriting? 
Ans. Yes. 


Please say about what age he is? 
Ans. 55 yrs. or abouts. 


How long has he lived in Calaveras County? 
Ans. 


Have you had any business intercourse with him, and of what character? 
Ans. Mailing and receiving letters at the P.O. while I was Postmaster. 


Have you seen him at intervals, and how frequently? 
Ans. Yes. 


Is this the man who calls himself A. Squires, and for how many years past? 
Ans. Yes — for the number of years I have known him. 


Is this identical handwriting of A. Squires, resident at Mokelumne Hill, and if so, please 
say how you know it? Ans. Yes. I know his handwriting by letters — mailed by him. 
While I was in the P.O. here. 
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Frank W. Peek 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of February A.D. 1889. 
P.H. Kean 

Notary Public 

Calaveras Co. Cal. 


[Page Twenty-Nine:] 


Interrogatories to be answered concerning A. Squires: 


1 


10. 


1 


12. 


Do you know whose picture this is marked A? 
Ans. Yes it is A. Squires. 


Are you acquainted with him? Ans. Yes. 
How long? Ans. about 20 years. 


What pursuit or calling has he had for the length of time you knew him? 
Ans. A miner. 


. Is he a married man? Ans. No. 


Has he any relatives as far as you know? 
Ans. No. 


. Do you know the signature on the back of the picture referred to? Ans. Yes. 


. Have you seen him write his name, or do any other kind of writing that would identify his 


handwriting? 
Ans. Yes. 


Please say about what age he is? 
Ans. 66 or 68. 


How long has he lived in Calaveras County? 
Ans. I have seen him off and on, about 20 years in this county. 


Have you had any business intercourse with him, and of what character? 
Ans. Yes as Agent of W.F. & Cos. Express, shipping gold dust or lumps. 


Have you seen him at intervals, and how frequently? 
Ans. Yes about twice a month for 2 years. 
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13. Is this the man who calls himself A. Squires, and for how many years past? 


Ans. Yes about twenty years. 


14. Is this identical handwriting of A. Squires, resident at Mokelumne Hill, and if so, please 


say how you know it? Ans. Yes by comparison with his signature in my delivery receipt 
book; his name appearing many times in the book. 


Thos. Peters, Agt. 


Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
Mokelumne Hill, California 


Signed and sworn to before me this 11th day of February A.D. 1889. 
P.H. Kean 

Notary Public 

Calaveras Co., Cal. 


[Page Thirty-One:] 


Interrogatories to be answered concerning A. Squires: 


L, 


Do you know whose picture this is marked A? 
Ans. Yes. It is that of Alexander Squires. 


Are you acquainted with him? Ans. Slightly. 
Ho long? Ans. Two months. 


What pursuit or calling has he had for the length of time you knew him? 
Ans. Do not know. 


Is he a married man? Ans. Do not know. 


Has he any relatives as far as you know? 
Ans. Do not know. 


Do you know the signature on the back of the picture referred to? Ans. Yes — It is that of 
Alexander Squires. 


. Have you seen him write his name, or do any other kind of writing that would identify his 


handwriting? 
Ans. Have seen him sign his name. 


Please say about what age he is? 
Ans. Between 60 & 70. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


10. How long has he lived in Calaveras County? 
Ans. Do not know. 


11. Have you had any business intercourse with him, and of what character? 
Ans. As a depositor in the San Francisco Savings Union of which I am Teller. 


12. Have you seen him at intervals, and how frequently? 
Ans. Twice. 


13. Is this the man who calls himself A. Squires, and for how many years past? 
Ans. He is the man, who to my knowledge has called himself Alexander Squires for two 
months past. 


14. Is this identical handwriting of A. Squires, resident at Mokelumne Hill, and if so, please 
say how you know it? Ans. It is the hand writing of Alexander Squires as I have stated 
above. As to his residence at Mokelumne Hill I cannot answer. 

W.A. Herrick 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 5th day of February A.D. 1889. 


Andrew J. Coffee 
Notary Public 


[Noted on back:] 

W.A. Herrick is Deposit Receiving Teller in this bank and is entitled to credence. 
Lovell White, Cas. 

[Stamped:] San Francisco Savings Union. Feb. 5 1889 

[Page Thirty-Four:] 

[Please note: Pages thirty-four and thirty-five are nearly identical, with the first having a 

small overlay that say’s “Alexander Squires’”’.] 

Office of the Hibernia Savings & Loan Society 

San Francisco, 

February 5, 1889 

D.S. Hirshberg, Esq. 


Acting Supt. U.S. Mint, 
San Francisco, Cal. 
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Dear Sir: 


Yours of the 5th inst. with enclosures concerning A. Squires received. We beg leave to 
state in reply that an old man came into this bank Dec. 4, 1889, stating that he was from 
Mokelumne Hill, Calaveras Co. Cal., and that he was born in Richmond Virginia. He left a 
deposit here, and received a pass book, No. 158,185. We hand you herewith a tracing of his 
signature, “Alexander Squires”. 


We cannot answer the questions profounded in your schedule, because the above 
statement embraces all we know about this Alexander Squires. 


Respectfully, 
J. Tobin, Sec. 
per S.J. Beekley 


Documents & Photograph 


[Stamped:] The Hibernia Savings & Loan Society, San Francisco, Feb. 6 1889 


[Page Thirty-Six:] 


Office of Chas. Jacob 
General Merchandise, 
Mokelumne Hill 
Calaveras Co., Cal. 
February 8, 1889 


Mr. D.P. Heirsberg 
Acting Superintendent of U.S. Mint P.h. 


Dear Sir 


Yours of the 7th inst. came hand & in reply will say that I know Mr. Alexander Squires 
he is a honest man had a good deal of business with him found him always a man of word & 
honor he told me that he would go back to the Plates as soon he was well enough to where he 
would assume that he could collect the balance of his days in comfort then he thought the client 
would help him he is very high that of all those which know him. 


I remain respectfully yours 
Chas. Jacob 
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Reddick & Solinsky, 
Attorneys at Law. 
San Andreas, 
February 12, 1889 


D.S. Hirshberg, Esq., 
Acting Supt. U.S. Mint, S.F., Cal. 


Dear Sir: - 


Your favor of the 7th inst. at hand, making inquiry as to one, Alexander Squires. We 
would state that we are well and personally acquainted one Alexander Squires who formerly 
lived and mined in this County about four miles from this place and who as we are now informed 
left his County to go East within a year past. 


We performed legal services for this gentleman in obtaining U.S. Patent, and, in all our 
dealings with him, found him a man of integrity and he had that reputation in the neighborhood 
where he has lived. 


If necessary, we can furnish many affidavits and certificates to this same effect, from 
citizens now living here who are well acquainted with the Alexander Squires we refer to. 


Yours respectfully, 
Reddick & Solinsky 


[Page Thirty-Nine:] 


Sonora 
February 11, 1889 


DS. Hirshberg Esq. 
Act’g Superintendent 
US. Mint S.F. 


Dear Sir 


In reply to your letter of the 7th inst. would state, that: I am well acquainted with Mr. 
Alexander Squires, having known him for more than 20 years. He has been for many years a 
Resident of or near Chili Gulch in Calaveras Co. engaged in mining. I last saw him sometime in 
the early part of last November, perhaps the latter part of October, at Chili Gulch, about one mile 
from Mok. Hill in Calaveras Co. To the best of my knowledge he is a person of good reputation, 
honest and fair dealings. I am at present holding court here but shall return to my home in San 
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Andreas on the 14 inst. My further communication may be advanced to me at San Andreas Cal. 
Co. Cal. 


Very Respy. 
C.V. Gottschalk 


[Page Forty-One:] 


A man, old, weazen-faced and shaking with paralysis, called at the Philadelphia Mint 
recently and said that his name was A. Squires, and that on Monday, June 11th, 1855, he placed 
$2,201 in the care of the United States Government. He had a time-worn receipt with him, which 
seems to establish his claim against the Mint, if he can prove he is really “A. Squires.” He was a 
forty-niner in California, and has been a gold minor in that States since 1855. It is probable that 
he will obtain his $2,201, with interest, from the Mint after the usual red tape has been spun out. 
—S-F. Call. 


The A. Squires referred to in the above is undoubtedly the gentleman who has been 
mining in the vicinity of Central Hill, in this county, for a number of years past, but who left for 
the States a short time ago. 


Calaveras Chronical Feb. 9 


[Page Forty-Two:] 


North Branch 
February 11, 1889 


DS. Hirshberg 
Dear Sir 


When A. Squire left here to go to Philadelphia far to get his money I expected that 
something of this sort would have to be resorted to as it was well known here that he would have 
a hard matter to prove his identity. I have known of him for ten years and have been well 
acquainted with him for four years and from what I know of him through other old settlers here I 
am satisfied that the man had money in the Philadelphia Mint but as he is and always was rather 
an eccentric man he had confidence in no man so no one knew how much he had but we do 
know that he left here to go back after it and we were glad to see by the papers that legal there 
are time he has always had the name of being the most truthful upright reliable man in this 
section. I am satisfied that he is the man that made the deposit at the Mint that he is now trying to 
get I don’t think he would have gone for it yet only that he was partially paralyzed and unfit for 
work and hopes to steer clear at the Poor House. 


Respectfully yours, A.F. Gourley 
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Interrogatories to be answered concerning A. Squires: 


Li 


10. 


1 


12. 


13. 


Do you know whose picture this is marked A? 
Ans. Yes it is A. Squires. 


Are you acquainted with him? 
More than 15 years. 


How long? 
Personally 3 or 4 years, by sight. 


What pursuit or calling has he had for the length of time you knew him? 
Ans. Mining. 


. Is he a married man? 


Ans. Not to my knowledge. 


Has he any relatives as far as you know? 
Ans. None to my knowledge. 


Do you know the signature on the back of the picture referred to? 
Ans. Yes. 


Have you seen him write his name, or do any other kind of writing that would identify his 
handwriting? 
Ans. Yes. 


Please say about what age he is? 
Ans. Think about 60 years. 


How long has he lived in Calaveras County? 
Ans. Since I have known him. 


Have you had any business intercourse with him, and of what character? 
Ans. Yes. Applying for U.S. Patent. 


Have you seen him at intervals, and how frequently? 
Ans. 2 or 3 times per year. 


Is this the man who calls himself A. Squires, and for how many years past? 
Ans. Yes. 
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14. Is this identical handwriting of A. Squires, resident at Mokelumne Hill, and if so, please 
say how you know it? 
Ans. Yes. Have made application for placer patent to mining ground for him, and drawn 
legal papers. 


J.B. Reddick 
Of the firm of Reddick & Solinsky, Attys. at Law, San Andreas, Calaveras Co. Cal. 
Subscribed and Sworn to Before me this 13th day of February A.D. 1889. 


P.H. Kean 
Notary Public 
Calaveras Co. California 


[Page Forty-Six:] 


Mokelumne Hill, Calaveras Co. Cal. 
February 13, 1889 


Hon. Israel Lawton 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Inclosed please find affidavits of Frank W. Peek is Post Master of this town, also 
affidavits of J.B. Reddick. I went to the County Seat to get the affidavits of Nathaniel Beal, 
Fredrick Beal, and was unable to find them at home, the Superior Judge is holding court in the 
adjoining county, and could not procure his affidavit. Squires is well known here, and he can 
furnish you with abundance of proof as to his identity. I have known Squires from boyhood, and 
vouch for his honesty and integrity. 


P.H. Kean 
Notary Public 
Calaveras Co. California 


A. Squires 
To P.H. Kean Dr 
Affidavits and Correspondence to procure evidence in support of his identity. $25.00 


Mok. Hill 
Feb. 13, 1889 
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Mokelumne Hill, Calaveras Co. Cal. 
February 13, 1889 


Hon. Israel Lawton 
San Francisco Cal. 


Enclosed please find Affidavits of Frank H. Beck, ex Postmaster of this Town, also 
affidavits of J.B. Reddick. I went to the County seat to get the affidavits of Nathaniel Beal, 
Fredrick Beal, and was unable to find them at home, the Superior judge is holding court in the 
adjoining county, and could not procure his affidavit. Squires is well known here, and he can 
furnish you with abundance of proof, as to his identity. I have known Squires from Boyhood, and 
vouch for his honesty and integrity. 


P.H. Kean 
Notary Public 
Calaveras Co. California. 


[Noted on back:] 


Testimony from California to identity A. Squires, who deposited gold bullion at the Phila. Mint 
in 1855. 


[Page Fifty:] 


121 E. 92nd St. N.Y. 
February 9, 1889 


To the Director of Gov. Mint 


I saw a statement in a paper of last month of a man calling at the mint claiming a deposit 
of gold dust, amounting to about $3000.00, (three thousand dollars) deposited by one A. Squire 
about 1855. I had an Uncle who returned to California about that time and died there, and this 
party that claims it may be one of those who returned with him. Will you please inform me if the 
money has been paid to this man, and if so, if you know what has become of him. I have always 
through that my uncles was dead, and if this man is really A. Squire. I would like very much to 
find him. If you would kindly let me know these particulars you would greatly oblige. 


Yours Respectfully, 
Theo, A. Squier 
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[Page Fifty-Two:] 
[Abstract:] Believes that depositor calling himself A. Squires was his uncle “Anderson Squier’, 
who died shortly after date 1855. 


New York, February 9, 1889 


To 
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MINT, Philadelphia. 


Dear Sir: 


My attention has just been called to a special dispatch to the New York World from 
Philadelphia under date of the 15th of January and published in that paper on the 16th of January 
last, to the effect that a person claiming to be A. Squiers had applied to the Mint for payment to 
him for 124 and 9/10 ounces gold. 


I have reason to believe that the person who made that deposit was my uncle Anderson 
Squier, who went to California about 1849 and came back about 1855 with a considerable 
amount of gold-dust, no trace of which has been found by his family until the publishing of this 
dispatch. 


Anderson Squier died shortly after the date 1855 or thereabouts, having returned to 
California, and friends who went to his residence there at that time, reported that his papers and 
valuable had been carried away by some person or persons unknown. His watch however was 
returned to his mother who was then living at that time at Squiertown, now Livingston, New 
Jersey, where his family and relatives have resided for many years. After his death, some real 
estate which he left in the State of New York was sold by his brothers and sisters who were his 
only heirs at law, and proceeds divided among them. 


Before any payment shall be made to the claimant who presented himself as above, 
notice should be given to the undersigned. I will cause other inquiries to be made with a view of 
identifying the depositor with my uncle Anderson Squier and will undertake to present to the 
Treasurer through your department proof as to who are the legal representatives of the deceased 
Anderson Squier. 


Yours truly, 

J. Bentley Squier 
#21 East 79 Street 
New York City 


